
Sequencing in a curriculum is important for student knowledge building 

and understanding. The Australian science curriculum contains multiple 

examples of poor sequencing. Consider, for example, reproduction in 

plants and animals. In Singapore’s curriculum, these topics are 

sequenced over multiple years. In the Australian science curriculum, 

this content is specifically introduced and covered in Year 9. 

Examples of poor sequencing 

Reproduction in plants and animals

Note: The content description in Year 8 biological sciences in the Australian Curriculum refers to 

‘an animal and plant organ system’ and so it is feasible that some students may study the 

reproductive system in plants or animals in Year 8. Singapore’s science curriculum was not 

benchmarked beyond Year 8.
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