
Science content in the Australian Curriculum lacks specificity. This 

makes it harder for teachers to know what to teach and to what depth 

and breadth. To illustrate, consider the Year 3 chemical sciences 

content description for the ‘states of matter’ topic in both Australia and 

Alberta. It clearly states the specific content to be taught about the 

properties of solids, liquids and gases, and how states of matter can 

change by adding or removing heat. 
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